Parent Explanation of the Second Grade Portfolio Process
SGE LI: 2013-2014 School Year
What does the GRS look like?  The GRS is comprised of 6 sections with 12 questions in each section.  The six sections are: Intellectual, Academic, Creativity, Artistic, Leadership, and Motivation.  The classroom teachers score each question on a scale from 1-9 (1-3= below average, 4-6=average, and 7-9=above average).  

Who completes the GRS and when?  Each February first grade teachers are trained (and retrained each year) on how to complete the GRS forms.  Teachers note their observations throughout the school year and must have the forms completed and turned into the LI/TD Magnet Coordinator.  

Who puts together the portfolio?  The classroom teacher with the support of the LI/TD Magnet Coordinator will work with your child over the next several weeks to develop products that effectively advocate giftedness. Students will attempt to demonstrate depth, complexity, and the ability to process and reorganize information while producing a product unique for that age or grade level. Students will work on a variety of activities, which provide opportunities to demonstrate Advanced Language, Analytical Thinking, Motivation, Perseverance, Perspective/Sensitivity/Humor, Creativity and Artistic Talent.  After several work samples are completed, the teacher and LI/TD Magnet Coordinator will select your child’s five best work samples to place in a portfolio.

What do I need to do as a parent?  Parents have the option of submitting ONE portfolio sample of their child’s work.  Here are the guidelines:

●  It may be 1-3 pages in length (front and back count as 2 pages)

●  Entries must be two-dimensional and fit in a 9x12 manila folder; if not, a video or photograph can be submitted.

●  If the entry is a photograph or a parent anecdote, the student must also attach a response. 
●  Tag the entry by briefly explaining your child’s entry (what is it, why was it chosen, when was it completed/received, etc.)
●  Provide a Student Reflection. Your child should explain the work, project, or award and share his/her thoughts and feelings about the experience.
Samples you do not want to submit include:

● Accelerated Reader lists, STAR Reading reports, Spelling or Vocabulary tests, assignments that have one word answers or drill and practice activities (ex. fact practice)

When do I need to submit the parent entry by?  To your child’s classroom teacher before November 20, 2013.
When will the portfolio be scored and how will I know if my child places in to the Gifted program?  Portfolios for SGE students will be scored in December.  You will receive written notification of your child’s results within approximately one week (or before Winter break).
What happens if my child does not qualify?  Your child may still receive differentiated work from the Learning Immersion classroom teacher.  Based on your child’s third grade EOG scores, your child may qualify for further testing (must have an average score of 87 for their Reading and Math).  You will automatically be notified if this takes place.
Why is it important to have more than one measure to screen for giftedness?

Many gifted students simply will go unrecognized if the IQ test is the sole measure used for gifted determination (Ford, Harris, Tyson, & Trotman, 2002).  Researchers from Duke University recently developed a new gifted rating scale, the Gifted Rating Scales (GRS), published by PsychCorp/Harcourt Assessment. The GRS was designed to meet an important need in the gifted field: a teacher-completed rating scale that complements the IQ test; is easy to administer and score; technically sound; based on a national standardization sample that matches the latest U.S. census in terms of race/ethnicity, parent education level, and regional representation; and reflects a multi-abilities conceptualization of giftedness (Pfeiffer & Jarosewich, 2003).
